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Their solution can be found, in my judgment, only along the
lines of socialist thought.

It Is important to emphasize this because the dividing line
between socialists and others is often blurred in the constructive
work being done on colonial policy to-day. All political parties
tell us they want welfare and economic development, the speed-
ing up of education, health and other services, political progress
and freedom from fear and want, the removal of blatant abuses
and gifts for social advance and grants of capital for develop-
ment. Socialists may think that the plaudits from their political
opponents are hollow when they protest against the practice of
colour bars, race superiority, segregation, and the establishment
of exclusive white colonies in black men's countries; it is com-
monplace to hear Conservative approval of the colonial co-opera-
tives, trade unions, of civil liberty, communal ownership of land
and control of big business. The truth is, of course, that people
of all shades of political colour can walk together some distance
in their quest for things which they are all agreed are important
to the colonial people. But the genuine progress of the colonial
people is achieved by policies which must include the elements of
socialist economic principles.

Fabian socialists fit their views of change into a socialist pat-
tern. In the first place, what is the job, the need, the work to be
done ? It is not a question as between reformism and revolution.
We seek immediate practical solutions because such'are per-
manent steps to the greater freedom we are anxious men should
enjoy. Social reforms in themselves are often slow and laborious
and in variably less spectacular than the quick and exciting slogans
and destructive criticism which some socialists made in earlier
days. Vague and general terms are out of place when policies have
to take shape and obstacles to be overcome. Practical achieve-
ments depend on knowledge, technical skill and hard thinking;
escapism into the philosophy of Lenin or socialist monasticism
will not bring better nutrition or the rearing of cattle in the tsetse
forest belt. The working class of Britain can go forward in their
struggle for power to-day because of the numerous reforms